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NEEMA HOSPITALITY LAUNCHES SUMMER CHARITY PROMOTION FOR THE 5th 

CONSECUTIVE YEAR IN SUPPORT OF BRAIN CANCER RESEARCH 
 
The promotion is inspired by BethAnn Telford, a brain tumor survivor, World Marathon 
Challenge finisher, Triathlete, Motivational Speaker and Fundraiser  
 
(Mechanicsburg, PA) – For the past five summers, Neema Hospitality has donated $5 per night 
per occupied room at their hotel properties located in Pennsylvania, Maryland and West Virginia 
to support ABC² (Accelerate Brain Cancer Cure), a non-profit research organization.  BethAnn 
Telford is the inspiration behind the summer charity promotion.  Telford is a brain tumor 
survivor, Ironman World Champion triathlete, World Marathon Challenge finisher and childhood 
friend of Sandeep Thakrar, President of Neema Hospitality. 
 
Throughout middle school and high school, BethAnn Telford and Sandeep Thakrar were friends 
as they always shared homeroom.  Over the years they formed a close friendship and respect for 
one another.  But like many, the years of college created separate opportunities for the two and 
they lost touch.  Years later, they reconnected when Thakrar learned that Telford was battling a 
malignant brain tumor and competing in high-profile running and triathlon events to raise 
awareness and funding for brain cancer research.  To say that Thakrar was motivated by his 
childhood friend was an understatement.  Telford’s perseverance in overcoming life’s challenges 
affected Thakrar to his core and he was inspired to not only make changes in his personal life but 
to help his friend support brain cancer research and ultimately find a cure.  
 
Through it all, Telford has competed and finished the Boston Marathons (six times), Marine 
Corp Marathons (annually), the Lake Placid Ironman (twice), the Kona Ironman World 
Championship, Crossing the Canyon, and her most recent accomplishment, her successful 
completion of the 2017 World Marathon Challenge which consisted of seven marathons on 
seven continents in seven consecutive days.  Telford was the only American woman in the race.  
She ran to raise global awareness about brain cancer and raise $1 million for research supported 
by ABC² (Accelerate Brain Cancer Cure), a non-profit research organization.  “I’ve overcome so 
many obstacles because of this cancer,” said Telford.  “As I ran around the world, I found a way 
to push through the pain and the fatigue by remembering the people I’m representing.  I wish to 
be an example of hope and inspiration to so many others fighting cancer or anyone who has 
faced a setback in their life.” 
   



Each year Thakrar works diligently to help his dear friend raise funds for brain cancer research.  
“When I heard that my childhood friend BethAnn had terminal brain cancer I was devastated,” 
says Thakrar.  “When I learned how she is dealing with that life challenge; I became inspired to 
do everything in my power to help her find a cure.  Watching her fight each and every day for 
children with brain cancer changed my life and inspired me to give back to others.” The 
promotion will run May 25, 2018 through September 3, 2018. 
 
To help support BethAnn in her journey to create awareness for brain cancer and raise funds for 
brain cancer research, click the link below to take advantage of the charity promotion at the 
participating properties:  http://www.neemahospitality.com/hotels.html  
 
In order to donate more to find a cure for brain cancer, please donate directly 
at: http://abc2.org/team/bethann-telford 
 
 
ABOUT NEEMA HOSPITALITY 
Neema Hospitality is a leading hospitality group with a proven track record of success. It is 
known for its improving efficiency, increasing revenues, and excellent customer service.  
Founded as a family business in 1986, Neema Hospitality’s portfolio includes franchise licenses 
with Marriott, Hilton, Intercontinental Hotel Group, and Choice Hotels with brands such as 
Hampton Inn, Fairfield Inn & Suites Holiday Inn Express, Comfort Inn, and EconoLodge and 
Suites.  The firm manages properties in multiple states including:  Pennsylvania, Maryland and 
West Virginia and provides complete services including operations, sales and marketing and 
revenue management.  For more information, visit:  www.neemahospitality.com. 
 
ABOUT BETHANN TELFORD 
BethAnn Telford has been fighting brain cancer since she felt a pop in her head while running 
the Marine Corps Marathon in 2005. Eleven years after her life-changing diagnosis, Telford, 
from Camp Hill, PA, has become a symbol of hope, courage and determination for people facing 
all types of challenges in their lives.  Telford is an Ironwoman and brain cancer champion who 
has raised nearly one million for ABC².  For more information, visit:   www.teambt.org. 
 
 
ABOUT ABC² (Accelerate Brain Cancer Cure) 
ABC² is focused on speeding the discovery of a cure for brain cancer.  By applying an 
aggressive, venture funding approach not typically seen in the nonprofit sector, ABC² closes 
current gaps in funding in order to catalyze research and rapidly bring new therapies to patients.  
ABC² has awarded more than 100 grants totaling $21 million in brain tumor research funding to 
highly qualified investigators and physician-scientists from 54 institutions and companies.  Since 
its founding in 2001, ABC² has helped bring 30 different treatments into the clinic.  To learn 
more, visit www.abc2.org. 


